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LESSON XI. 
Address of a Father to his young Son. 


[Extract from Law’s Serious Call.] 


THe little time that you have been in the world, my 
child, you have spent wholly with me; and my love 
and tenderness for you, has made you look upon me as 
your only friend and benefactor, and the cause of all 
the comfort and pleasure you enjoy: your heart, [ 
know, would be ready to break with grief, if you thought 
this was the last day that I should live with you. 

But, my child, though you now think yourself happy, 
because you have hold of my hand, you are now in the 
hands, and under the tender care of a much greater 
father and friend than I am, whose love to you is far 
ereater than mine, and from whom you receive such 
ylessings as no mortal can give. 

That God whem you have seen me daily worship ; 
whom I daily call upon to bless both you and me, and 
all mankind ; whose wondrous acts are recorded in 
those scriptures, which you constantly read. ‘That God 
who created the heavens and the earth, who brought a 
flood upon the old world; who saved Noah in the ark; 
who was the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacch; whom 
Job blessed and praised in the greatest affliction; who 
delivered the Israelites out of the hands of the I'gyp- 


tians ; who was the protector ef rightcous Joseph, Moses, 
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Joshua, and hoiy Daniel; who sent so many prophets 
into the world ; who sent his Son Jesus Christ to redeem 
mankind. This God, who has done all these rreat 
things; who has created so many millions of men, who 
lived and died before you was born; with whom the 
spirits of good men that are departed this life, now 
live ; whom infinite numbers of angels now worship in 
heaven. This great God, who is the creator of worlds, 
of angels, and men, is your loving father and triend, 
your good creator and nourisher, from whom, and not 
from me, you received your being ten years ago, at 
the ume that I planted that little tender elm which you 
there see. : 

I myself am not half the age of this shady oak, 
under which we sit ; many of our fathers have sat un- 
der its boughs ; we have all of us called it ours in our 
turn, though it stands, and drops its maséers, as it drops 
iis leaves. 

You see, my son, this wide and large frmamzent over 
our heads, »here the sw and moon, and all the stars, 
appear in their turns. If yon was to be carried up to 
any of these bodies at this vast distance from us, you 
would sul discover others, as much above you, as the 
stars that you see here are above the earth. Were you 
to go upor down, cast or west, north or south, you 


‘would find the same height without any ‘oft, and the 


same depth without any bottom, 

And yet, my child, so great is God, that all these 
bodies added together, are but as a grain of sand in his 
sight. And yet you are as much the care of this great 
God, and Father of all werlds, and all spirits, as if he 
had no son but you, or there were no creature for him 
to love and protect but you alone. He numbers the 
hairs of your head, watches over you sleeping and 
waking, and has preserved you from a thousand dan- 
gers, waich neither you nor I know any thing of. 

How pocr my power is, and how litde I am 
able te do for you, you have often seen. Your late 
sickness has shown you how little I could do for you in 
that state; and the frequent pains of your head are 
plain proofs, that I have no power to remove them. 
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I can bring you food and medicines, but have no pow, 
er to turn them into your relief and nourishment ; it is 
God alone that can do this for you. 

Therefore, my child, fear, and worship, and love 
God. Your eyes indeed cannot yet see him ; but every 
thing you see, are so many marks of his power and 
presence, and he is hearer to you than any thing that 
you can see. 

Take him for your Lerd, and Father, and &riend 5 
look up unto him as the fountain and cause of all the 
good that you have received through my hands; and 
reverence me only as the dcarer and minister of Gud’s 
food things unto you; and he that blessed my father 
before 1 was born, will bless you when | am dead. 

Your youth and littl mind is only yet acquuinted 
with my family, and therefore you think there is no 
happiness out of i. 

But, my child, you belong to a greater family than 
mine ; you are a younger member of the family of this 
Almighty Father ofall nations, who has created infi- 
nite orders of angels, and numberless generaticns of 
men, to be fellow-members of one and the same society 
in heaven. 

You do well to reverence my authority, because 
God has given me power over you, to bring you up 
in his fear, and to do for you, as the holy fathers re- 
corded in scripture did for their children, who are 
now 1n rest and peace with God. 

I shall in a short time die, and leave you to God and 
yourself; and if God forgiveth my sins I shall go to 
his Son Jesus Christ, and live amongst patriarchs and 
prophets, saints and martyrs, where 1 shall pray for 
you, and hope for your safe arrival at the same place. 

Therefore, my child, meditate on these great things, 
and let your thoughts often leave these gardens, these 
Jivlds and farms, to contemplate God and heaven, to 
consider angels, and the spirits of good men living in 
light and glory. 

As you have been used to look to me in all your ac- 
(ions, and have b@en afraid to do any thing, unless fou. 
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lirst knew my will; so Tet it now be yeur rule te look 
up to God in all your actions, to do every thing in his 
fear, and to abstain from every thing that is not ac- 
cording to his will. 

Bear him always in your mind ; teach your thoughts 
to reverence him in every place ; for there is no place 
where he Is not. 

God keepeth a 400k of life, wherein all the ac- 
tions of all men are written; your name is there, my 
child: and when you die, this book will be laid open 
before men and angels; and according as your actions 
are there found, you will either be received to the hap- 
piness of those holy men who have died before you, or 
he turned away among wicked spirits, that are never 
co see God any more. 

Never forget this book, my son; for it is written 
it must be opened, you must see it, and yeu must be 
tried by tt. Strive therefore to fill it with your good 
deeds, that the hand-wriiing of God may not appear 
against you. 

God, my child, is all dove, and wisdom, and gcod- 


gess ; and every thing that he has made, and every ac- 


tion that he does, is the effect of them all. There- 
fore you cannot please God, but so far as you strive to 
walk in love, wisdom, and goodness. As all wisdom, 
ove, and goodness, proceeds from God; so nothing but 
love, wisdom, and goodness, can lead to God. 

When you love that which God loves, you act with 
him, you join yourself to him; and when you love 
what he dislikes, then you oppose him, and separate 
yourself from him. This is the true and the right 
way; think what God loves, and do you love it with 
all your heart. 

First of all, my child, worship and adore God, 
think of him magnificently, speak of him reverently, 
magnify his providence, adore his power, frequent his 
service, and pray unto him censtantly. 

Next to this, Jove your neighbour, which is ali 
mankind, with such tenderness and affection as you 
rove yourself, ghink how Ged loves all mankind; 
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how merciful he is to them, how tender he is of them, 
how carcfuily he preserves them, and then strive to 
luve the world, as Ged loves it. 

God would have all men to be happy: therefore, do 
you wil and desire the same. All men are great in- 
stances of divine love; therefore let all men be instances 
of your love. 

But above all, my son, mark this: never do any 
thing through strife, or envy, or emulation, or vain 
clory. Banish every thought of pride and distinciien, 
and accustom yourself to rejoice in all the excellencies 
of your fellow-creatures, and be as glad to see any of 
their good actions, as four own. 

Yor as God is as well pleased with their well doing, 
as with yours ; so you ought to desire, that every thing 
that is wise, and holy, and good, may be performed 
in as high a manner by other people, as by yourself, 

When lam dead, my son, you will be master of all 
my estate, which will be a great deal more than the 
necessities of one family require. ‘Vherefore, as you 
are to be charitable to the souls of men, and wish them 
the same happiness with you in heaven; so be charita- 
le to their bodies ; and endeavour to make them as 
happy as you upon earth. 

As God has created all things for the common good 
of all men; so let that part of them which is fallen to 
your share, be employed, as God would have all em- 
ployed, for the common good of all. 

Do good, my son. fivst of all, to those that most de- 
serve it, but remember to do good toall. The great- 
est sinners receive daily instances of God’s goodness to- 
wards them ; he nourishes and preserves them, that 
they may repent, and return to him; do you there- 
fore imitate God, and think no one too bad to receive 
your relief and kindness, when you see that he wanis it. 

Let truth and plainness be the only ornament of 
your language, and study nothing but how to think of 
ali things as they deserve, to choose every thing that is 
best, to live according to reason, and to act in eyery 
part of your life in conformity to the will of God. 
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Study how to fill your heart full of the leve of Cod, 
and the love of your neighbour, and then be content to 
be no deeper a scholar, no finer a gentleman, than these 
tempers will make you. As true religion is nothing 
else but simple nature governed by right reason ; so it 
loves and requires great plainness and simplicity of life. 
Therefore avoid all superfluous shows, finery, and equi- 
page, and let your house be plainly furnished with mod- 
erate conveniencies. Do not consider what your es- 
tate can afford, but what right reason requires. 

Let your dress be sober, clean, and modest; not 
to set out the beauty of your persen, but to declare the 
sobriety of your mind, that your outward garb may re- 
semble the plainness of your heart. For it is highly 
reasonable, that you should be oe man, all of a piece, 
and appear outwardly such as you are inwardly. 

As to your meat and drink, in them observe the high- 
*st rules of Christian temperance and sobriety : consicer 
your body only as the servant of your soul ; and only so 
nourish it, that it may perform an humble and obedi- 
cnt service to it. 

But, my son, observe this as a principal thing, which 
I shall remember you of as long as I live. Hate and 
despise all Auman glory, [pomp,] for it is nothing else 
but human folly. It is the greatest snare, and the great- 
est detrayer that you can possibly admit into your heart. 

Let every day therefore be a day of humility ; con- 
descend to all the infirmities of your fellow-creatures ; 
cover their frailties, love their excellencies, encourare 
their virtues, relieve their wants, rejoice in their pros- 
peritics, compassionate their distresses, receive their 
friendship, overlook their unkindness, forgive their ma- 
lice, be a servant of servants, and condescend to do the 
Jowest offices to the lowest of mankind. 

Aspire after nothing but your own purity and per- 
fection, and have no ambition bat to do every thing 
in so religious a manner, that you may be glad God is 
every where present, and sees all your actions. The 
ereatest trial of humility, isan humble behaviour to- 
‘watds your equals in age, estate and condition. There- 
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fore be careful of all the motions of your heart towards 
these people. Let all yeur behaviour towards them be 
governed by unfeigned love. Have no desire to put 
any of your equals below you, nor any anger at those 
that would put themselves above you. If they are 
proud, they are ill of a very bad distemper ; Jet them 
therefore have your tender pity, and perhaps your 
meekness may prove an occasion of their cure ; but if 
your humility should do them no good, it will however 
be the greatest good to yourself. 

Remember that there is but one man in the world, 
with whom you are to have perpetual contention, and 
be always striving to excel him, and that is yourse}f. 

‘he time of practising these precepts, my child, will 
soon be over with yeu ; the world will soon slip through 
your hands, or rather you will soon slip through it; it 
seems but the other day since I received these instruc- 
tions from my dear father, that | am now leaving with 
you. And the God that gave me ears to hear, and a 
heart te receive what my father said unto me, will, I 
hope, give you grace to love and follow the same in- 
structions. 

a 


LESSON Xil. 
Of Redemption. 


(From the Rev. WiLL1am Jones ] 


TO redeem, is to buy a captive back again with a 
price from slavery ; as poor Christians often are, when 
they have been unfortunately taken at sea by barbarous 
Fucks and Moors. 

My Catechism hath taught me, that God the Son hath 
redeemed me. What am 1 then, without being redeem- 
ed, but a slave anda captive? My person is forfeited 
to God for sin, and under sentence of death: and my 
soul is under the power of Satau, to follow sin with my 
heart and affections, and live in the service of it: nei- 
ther is there any liberty for me, till the Son shall make 
me free, and redeem me from the power of Satan ynte 
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“God. Such as the Llebrews were in the house of ‘bon- 


dage before Moses came to deliver them, such am I in 
the Egypt of this wicked world, if Iam without a Sa- 
viour. They were delivered from death by the blood 
of the Passover; and I have redemption through the 
blood of Christ. I am not redeemed with silver or 
gold, as worldly captives are; but by the precious biood 
of Christ, the Lamb of God, whe gave himself a ran- 
som for us all, and took away the sin of the world. 

The unbelieving Jews, blinded with ignorance, boast- 
ed that they were never in bondage ; not understanding 
that they were born in sin, and that a life of sin is a 
life of slavery, from which nothing but the grace of 
God in Christ Jesus can deliver us. Some Christians 
are as proud and as blind as the Jews were, with no 
knowledge of tie bondage of sin, nor of the necessity 
z a sacrifice to be offered, a price to be paid, an atone- 

nent to be made, for all those chat shall be saved. ‘The 
‘an traditions of their fathers destroyed those Jews ; 
and the vain deceit of human philosophy destreys these 
Christians. When the slave is drunk, he dances about 
and forgets his condition: and when the mind of a 
Christian is drunk with the pride of false doctrine, he 

thinks himseli free, and forgets his Redeemer. 

QO Lord, open thou mine eyes, that I may see the 
ynisery of my nature, and know the value of my ran- 
som, and find in thy service the true léerty of the suns 
ef God. 

THE QUESTIONS. 


Q. What do you mean by the redeeming of man 
kind ¢ 

A. To redeem is to buy a person back again from a 
state of captivity, by paving a ransom for him. 

Q. What ransom did God take for the Hebrews, 
when the Egyptians were slain by the destroying angel ? 

A. The blood of a lamb. 

Q. And what ransom does he take, to saye you from 
death ? 


A. The blood of Christ. 
Q. Man is then a slave by nature ? 
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. A. He is a slave to sin, and, through the tear af 
! death, is all his life-time subject to bondage. 

2. \V hose power are sinners under ? 

. They are under the power of Satan, as the affii Cn 
ed Hebrew s were under the pewer of Pharaoh. 

Q. What was Egypt to the Hebrews? 
It was the house of bondage. 
And what is your house of bondage ? 
This wicked world, 
What is liberty ? 
The liberty of sersing our own lusts. 
What is perfect freedom ? 
The service of God. | 
Why so? | 


. . 
Py geen, 
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Because it delivers us from the tyranny and tor-- 
ment of our own lusts and passions. 

Q. Why did the Jews boast that they were free ? 

A. Because they did not understand that they were 
born in sin, and lived under the bondage of it. 

Q. Why do Christians deny that we are born in sin ? 

A. Because they trust to the vain deceit of philoso- 
phy, which is the religion of human pride, 

Q. What did the Hebrews do, when they were 
brought out of Egypt? 

A. They served God, witheut fear of these wicked 
people. 

Q. And what are we todo, whom Christ hath re- 
deemed ? 

A. To keep God's commandments, without fearing 
the people of this world, 


THE TEXTS, 


Rom vii. 14. But I am carnal, seld under sin. 

25. Bringing me into cafittvity to the law of sin. 

24. O, wretched man that Tam! who shall deliver nr 
_from the body of this death ? 
phi. 7. We have redemption through his blocd. 
Cor. vi. 20. Ye are bought with a firiee. 
ev. Vv. 9. Zhou hast redeemed us ta God oy thy blo 
Set! 138.19. Yecpere net redcecined with corrupt 
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ble things, as with siteer and gold ; but with the precious a 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb withsut blemish and withou? 3 
efot. : pa 

Exod. 1.13. And the Egyftians made the children of ‘a 
Israel 10 serve with rigour, and they made their lives i, 
bitter with hard bondage. a 

Exod. xx. 2. Jam the Lord thy God, which have he 
brought thee out of thedand of Egyht, out of the house Ke 
of bondage. 


é it! 

Luke i. 68. Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, jor ‘ 

he hath visited and redeemed &is people. eo} 
oun vill, 33. He were never in bondaze, 


J 
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$8. Lf the Son make you free, ye shali be Jree indeed, 
- * . ° 7 . 1. 
E} capttutty cafiticemj. e. Ue ensia- y 
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LESSON XIII. 

r. } 

Of the Vineyard. : 
[From the Rev. WixL14™ Jones. ] 


THE prophet Isaiah describes the favour of God to 
his Church, and his judgment upon its disobedience, 
under the parable of a Vineyard, well planted and culti- 
vated, but bringing forth sour grapes, and therefure 


civen up to be devoured and trodden down by evil 
beasts. 
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The fruitful hill, on which this vineyard was planted, 


is the Hill of Zion, to which all the blessings of eter- 
‘ hal life were promised. Asa vineyard is fenced, so 
y was the Church of God separated from the Gentiles, 
i who were cast out of Canaan to make w ay for the peo- 


ple of God, as the stones are cast out of the ground 
Where a vine is to be planted. The choice vine Signi- 
fies the children of Abraham, of the most godly stock, 
aM brought out of Egypt and settled in Canaan. The 
ce, tower of the vineyard is the Church; the Wine-press is 
made to receive the fruits of good works: but as wild 


a 


and sour grapes are not accepted by the husbandman 
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AY 
fo rake wine of; se cvil works are hateful to God, and 
occasion the destrection of bis Church. When Jeru- 
silein had sinned. the fence of the vineyard was taken 
away, and the heathens were ietin upon it. ‘The first 
temple was destroyed, and the Jews were carried cap- 
tive co Babylon ; as the second temple was afterwards 
destroyed by the Romans: and Jerusalem is trodden 
down of the Gentiles to this dav. Briars and thorns 
now grow in the vineyard of Ged: a wild and unprof- 
itable generation of unbelievers have possession of the 
coustry. As the showers of heaven fall to no purpose 
ona barren land; so God withholds his grace from a 
wicked people. 

Every Christian Church must expect to be visited as 
Jerusalem was, when it is uo longer worthy of thr 
grace of God: and I must expect that he will deal wit 
me, and with every one of his children singly, as wi 
the Church at large ; for his ways are just and equal 
all. If Iam fruitful as a good vine, I shall continue | 
be a branch in Jesus Christ; and being planted a 
earth, [ shall flourish in the courts of heaven. But 
] bring forth wild grapes, tll I can no longer be 
formed by pruning and whelesome correction, I s 
be given up to the enemies of my salvation: I sha’ 
rooted up, and cast forth as a branch fit for nethiy 
the fire. Every man’s salvation is from God ; ! 
ery man’s destruction is from himself. What ¢ 
done more for a vinevard, than bath been done 
Therelore, if I should be judged of God, his j: 
will be just ; and all men, even I myself, must cc 
it so to be at last. 


THE QUESTIONS. 


Q. What is the vineyard in the parable of Isaiah ? 
A. The Church of Jerusalem. 

Q. What is the fruiifel hill? 

A. Mount Sion,on which the Church was buil?. 
Q. What is the fencing of the vineyard ! 

A. The separating it frem the heathen nations 

Q. Who were the stenes that were cast out of it ? 
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ble things, as with sitver and gold 3 but with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb withsut dlemish and withou? 
efiot. , 

Exod. 1.13. And the Eguftians made the children of 
Lsrael to serve with rigour, and they made their lives 
bitter with hard dbondare. 

iexod. xx. 2. Jam the Lord thy God, which have 
brought thee out of theland of Egypt, out of the house 
of bondage. ' 

Lukei. 68. Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for 
he hath visited and redeemed his peofile. 

John vill, 33. He were mever in bondage, 

28. Lf the Son make you free, ye shali be free indeer. 

Eph.iv. 8. He led captivity cafticcmi. e. He ensia- 
ved him who had enslaved us. 


LESSON XIII. 
Of the Vineyard. 
[From the Rev. W1iu14M Jones.) 


TIE prophet Isaiah describes the favour of God to 
nis Church, and his judgment upon its disobedience, 
under the parable of a Vineyard, well planted and culti- 
vated, but bringing forth sour grapes, and therefore 
given up to be devoured and trodden down by evil 
beasts. 

he fruitful hill, on which this vineyard was planted, 
is the Hill of Zion, to which all the blessings of eter- 
nal life were promised. Asa vineyard is fenced, so 
was the Church of God separated from the Gentiles, 
who were cast out of Canaan to make w ay for the peo- 
ple of God, as the stones are cast out of the ground 
where a vine is to be planted. The choice vine Signi- 
fies the children of Abraham, of the most godly stock, 
brought out of Egypt and settled in Canaan. The 
tower of the vineyard is the Church; the wWine-press is 
made to receive the fruits of good works: but as wild 
and sour grapes are not accepted by the husbandman 


ete af 





av 
t¢ 
tls 
ele 
cic 
HC 
it: 























©) 


’ 




























ves 


Ve 
4S€ 


(o make wine of; se cvil works are hateful to God, and 
occasion the destrection of his Church. When Jeru- 
salem had sinned. the fence of the vineyard was taken 
away, and :he heathens were ietin uponit. ‘The first 
temple was destroyed, and the Jews were carried cap- 
tive :o Babylon ; as the second temple was afterwards 

destroyed by the Romans: and Jerusalem is trodden 
down of the Genules to this day. Briars and thorns 
now grow in the vineyard of God: a wild and unprof- 
itable generation of unbelievers have possession of the 
country. As the showers.ot heaven fall to no purpose 
ena barren land; so God withholds his grace from a 
wicked people. 

Every Christian Church must expect to be visited as 
Jerusalem was, when it is no longer worthy of the 
grace of God: and I must expect that he will deal with 
me, and with every one of his children singly, as with 
the Church at large ; for his ways are just and equal to 
all. If Iam fruinful as a good vine, I shall continue to 
be a branch in Jesus Christ; and being planted on 


earth, [ shall flourish in the courts of heaven. But if 


1 bring forth wild grapes, till I can no longer be re- 
formed by pruning and whelesome correction, | shall 
be given up to the enemies of my salvation: I shail be 
rooted up, and cast forth as a braneh fit for 1 othing but 
the fire. Every man’s salvation is from God ; but ev- 
ery man’s destruction is from himself. What cou!d b: 
done more for a vinevard, than hath been done for me 
Therelore, if I should be judged of God, his jucgmen 
will be just ; and all men, even I myself, must confes 
it so to be at last. 


yan ew G 


THE QUESTIONS, 


7 


. What is the vineyard in the parable of Isaiah % 

» Phe Church of Jerusalem. 

W hat is the fruitfel hill? 

Mount Sion, on which the Church was built. 
Vhat ts the fencing of the vineyard ¢ 

The separating it fro m the heathen nations. 

WW ho were the stenes that were cast out of it ? 
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A; The heathen Canaanites, 
Q. Why are they called stones ? 
A. Because people out of God’s Church are hard, 
and incapable of bringing forth any frait. 
What was the choice vine ? 
The stock of Abraham. 
W hat is the tower? 
The temple. 
What is the use of a wine-press? 
To receive the fruits of the vineyard 
W hat are these fruits ? 
Good works. 
What are wild grap:s ? 
Evil works; the fruits of man’s nature withowt 
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. What is meant by taking away the hedge ? 
. Letting in heathen enemies to devour it. 
. What doth Christ say of Jerusalem ? 
. That it should be trodden down of the Gentiles. 
How doth God prune a vine in a spiritual sense ? 
» By correction and wholesome punishment for sin. 
. Who are briars and thorns ? 

A. Evil men, whether disobedient Jews, or unbeliev- 
ing Gentiles. 

Q. What is meant by commanding the clouds, that 
there should be ne rain ? 

A. Withdrawing the blessings of divine grace. 

Q. What is every Christian to expect, who is un- 
fruitful ? 

A. That God will judge him,as he jucged the Chureh 
of Jerusalem. 


A»Oy 
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THE TEXTS, 


Isaiah y¥. 1—7. Psalm Ixxx. 8—~16. 

Matth. xxi. $3-—41. 

John xv. 5. Iam the vine; ye are the branches: he 
that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth fors/: 
much fruit ; for without me ye can do nothing. 

6. Ifa man abide not in me, he is cust forth asa 
branch, and is withered: and men gather them, end east 
Stem into the fre, and theu are burned. 
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LESSON XIV, 
The Ships on the Seca. 


{From the Rev. Wi.n1am Jones. ] 


THE ships sail upon the great and wide sea, whose 
waves rozr; and are tussed about by the winds when the 
storm blows. Some set out from the land with a fair 
wind, and with the sun shining upon their sails anc col- 
ours: but aftera while they are driven amongst rocks 
and shcals ; or the great waves of the deep, rising upon 
them like mountains, swallow them up; and the poor 


people on board are drowned and perish. 


The like dangers attend us, though we live upon the 
land ; for, alas ! we carry seas and storms within us. 
The wicked are like the troubled sea, which can never 
rest, but casteth ufi mire and dirt. ‘The quict spirit of a 
good man, is hke the clear water of the fountain ; but 
the restless mind is like the dirty waves of the sea, when 
the mire of the bottom ts sturred up by their motion. 

Qur wicked passions, such as pridey wrath and envy, 
disturb our hearts, as the winds which blew upon the 
sca: and nothing can quiet them but the word and 
grace of Jesus Christ, who spake to the raging waves, 
and coinmanded them to be still. So can henow com- 
mand our restless spirits, and restore them to peace ; 
so that there shall be a calm within us. 

© how lamentable is the case of those, who perish in 
the storm of their own passions! If they had learned 
to govern them intime,they might have been saved 
from ruin. Perhaps, they came into this world the 
heirs of wealth and honour, with a fair and pleasant cs- 
tate, and a fine house provided for them ; and were un- 
der the care of good parents, who instracted them to be 
wise and happy; and so they might have continued ; 
but pride rose within them, and cartied them aloft upon 
the waves towards the clouds; pleasure transported 
them into a dangerous sea ;--then their vices brougiit 
them to ruin, and they sunk down to the bottom with 
despair. ‘Thus were they tossed about like a ship in a 
¥ 
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storm, till they were swallowed up and lost. Tempte- 
tion is a rock, on which many souls split, and are ship- 
wrecked. 

How shall we escape the dangers of this world, the 
storms of this troublesome ocean, to which we are all 
exposed, but in the ark of Christ’s Church, in which 
the faithful are saved, as the family of Noah were saved 
when the world was drowned for its wickedness ? 

THE QUESTIONS. 

Q. What is man’s life through this troublesome 
world ? 

A. As a dangerous passage over the waves of the sea 

Q. What are the rocks and shallows which threaten 
us with shipwreck ? 

A. Temptations and worldly pleasures. 

Q. What are the winds which toss us about ? 

A. Our own violent passions. 

Q. What can quiet them ? 

A. Nothing but the grace of God, and the command 
of Christ. 

Q. How is that to be obtained ? 

A. We must cry to him as his disciples did, when 
they were ready to stuk in a storm. 

Q. How was Noah saved from the waters ? 

A. In an ark. 

Q@. And what is the a1k in which we are to be saved ! 

A. The Church of Christ. 

THE TEXTS. 

Psalm cvil. 26. Zhey mount uf to heaven; they go 
icwvn again to the defiths ; their soul ig melied because of 
trouble. 

Isa. lyii. 20. Zhe wicked are like the troubled sea. 

Jude 18. Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their 
ww shame. 

Jamesi. 6. He that wavereth ts like @ wave of the 
sea, driven with the wind and tossed, 

Matt. vill. 26. Zhen he arose and rebuked the winds 
and the sea, and there was a great calm, 

1 Pet. 11.20, Light souls were saved by water: . the 
Sie fienre whereunts, cven beftism, doth also now save uz, 
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LESSON XV. 
God and the Heavens. 


~ 


{From the Rev. Witvtiam Jones | 


LOOK how high the heavens are! tow much hig.- 
er must He be who made them so, and whose kingdom 
ruleth over all! 

The heavens and the elements, the sun, the moor, 
and the stars, the winds, and the seasons, rule over 
man’s body ; and without them, we can neither act, 
nor breathe, nor live. But the soul of man hives under 
the kingdom of God. He is the father of spirits, anc 
his grace ruleth over them all. Without his het 3 
must walk in darkness; and without his spirit I bave 
no life in me. 

Oh! the poor blind, who wander about wiihout sec- 
ing the sth! But more miscrably blind is he, whose 
mind is without the light of God’s word. When our 
spirit departeth from us, then we die, and return agaij: 
to the dust: and our soul must die in like manner, it 
the spirit of God departeth from it. 

Without the light of the holy scripture, we sit in 
darkness and the shadow of death. Ignorance is the 
darkness of the mind; and it is worse than the dark- 
ness of Egypt, when God plagued those wicked people. 
As God is the author and giver of light, so is the devil 
the prince of darkness. God willeth that all men 
should see, and be saved; but the God of this worl? 
biindeth men’s eyes, that the glorious Gospel cof Jesus 
Christ may be hidden from them. 

Lord grant, that as I live and breathe under the cb 
ements and powers of this world, in my mortal life ; so 
my soul may live under -thee, and be a member of thy 
kingdom, inheriting thy grace here, and thy glory here 
after. Let me love the true light, and put away from 
me the works of darkness. Then shall I wish that thy 
kingdom may come ; and that the heavens and the 
earth may pass away, that we may see all things new~ 
when thou thyself shalt be our sun, thy spirit cur com 
forter, andthe angels and saints shal) be seen arour! 
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‘thy throne, as the stars of heaven are seen by us shi- 
ming in the firmnament. 


THE QUESTIONS. : 

Q. Who is the true sun that rules over the spirits of 
men? 

A. God. 

Q. Who is the true light, and the sun of righteous- 
wess ! 

A. Jesus Christ. “ 

Q. Who gives life tothe soul, as the air gives breath 
to our bodies ? 

A. The Holy Ghost. . : 

@. What gives light to the mind? 

A. The word of God. 

Q. What then are we, without the word of God? 

A. We walk in darkness. 

Q. What are we when we do not love the word cof 
Sod, or do not use ii to direct us? 

A. Our souls are blind. 

Q. Who is the prince of darkness? 

A. The devil. 

Q. Who are like the stars of the firmament? 

A, The angels are such now, and the saints will be 
such hereafter. 


THE TEXTS, 
Psal. Ixxxiv. 11. Zhe Lord God is a sun and a shield. 
John viii. 12. Lam the light of the world; he that 
filloweth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the 


Bight of life. 


John xx. 22. He breathed upon them, and said, Ree 
ecive ye the Holy Ghost. 

Ezek. xxxvii. 9. Come from the four winds, O breath, 
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live. 

Psal. cxix. 105. Thy wordis alamp unto my feet, and 
alight unto my paths. 

Lukei. 79. Yo give light to them that sitin darkness 
andin ihe shadow of death. 

2 Cor. iv. 4. Zhe God of this world hath blinded the 
eyes of them which believe not. 

"Dan. xii. 3. Whey that be wise shall ehine as the fi?- 
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mament,and they that turn many to rightcousness aa the 
aiars for ever and ever. 

1 Cor. xv. 41. One star differeth from another siar 
in glory, Soglso ts the resurrection of the dead, 
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LESSON XVI. 


BroGRAPHICAL SKETCH Of the lute Right Rev. Bishop 
JARVIS. 


ABRAHAM JARVIS, D. D. Bishop of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church in the Siate of Connecticut, was 
born at Norwalk, on the 5th of May, A. D. 1739, O. S. 
His father, Samuel Jarvis, had ten children, of whica 
the Bishop was the ninth. He entered Yale College, 
in 1757 ; was graduated in 1761 ; and soon alter became 
a lay-reader in the Church at Middletown, where he 
prepared himself for Holy Orders. In the autumn ot 
1763, he sailed for England, in company with the late 
Dr. Hubbard, and arrived in Londcn the latter part of 
December. He was ordained deacon by Frederick 
Keppel, Bishop of Exeter, in the king’s chapel, London, 
on the 5th of February, 1764; and priest, by Charles 
Lyttleton, Bishop of Carlisle, in St. James’ Church, 
Westminster, on the }9th cf the same month On 
I’ebruary 28, he was licensed to perform his sacerdotal 
functions in New-England, by Richard Osbaldeston, 
the Bishop of London, to whom the two above namex! 
Bishops acted as suffragans. After residing in Eng- 
land about four months, he sailed for America, and 
landed at Boston, whence he proceeded immediately to 
take charge of his parish at Middletown. On the de- 
ease of Bishop Seabury, he was elected to succeed 
him in the Episcopal office, and was consecrated in 
Trivity Church, New-Haven, on the festival of St. 
Luke, Wednesday, October 18, 1797, by the Right 
Rey. Bishops William White, (presiding,) Samuel 
Provoost, and Edward Bass, (present and assisting.) 
Having resigned the rectorship of Christ Church, 
Middletown, he remored in !799, to Cheshire, and 
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ih 1802 to New-Haven. He resided in this city near 1b 
years, and ministered in the Episcopate near 16 years. 
After his elevation to the Episcopal office, he sus- 
tained the pressure of many painful cares, and distres- 
sing difficulties, which he bore with Christian fortitude 
and resignation. His constitutional infirmity, the asth- 
ma, peculiarly unfitted him fer those fatigues in jour- 
neying, which his official visitation of the churches re- 
quired. However, his Episcopal labours have been 
many and important, and his diocese has made gradue 
al advances in strength, regularity and zeal. Having 
arrivec to a good old age, he has not been “ suffered to 
continue by reason of death,” but has been “ gathered to 
iis fathers” of the Apostolic succession. In his Jast 
sickness, his mind was intent on the welfare of the 
Church ; he expressed his concern on the subject of a 
successor, the very morning of his departure. Though 
strong in the faith, and of a deep devotion, he carefully 
avoided making any gratuitous professions of his own 
personal religion. His silence was eloqnent, seeming 
to import, * You shall know me not by professions, but 
by my fruits.’ ‘The day before he died, he received 
the Lord’s Supper with great apparent devotion, knecl- 
ing, and making the responses. He met the approach- 
es of death with the utmost composure, and expired 
without a struggle ora groan, in the 74th year of his 
ame. He left but one child, the Rev. Samuel F. Jarvis, 
officiating minister in St. Michael’s Church, Blooming- 
dale, and St. James’ Caurch, Hamilten-square, N. Yerk, 
Toa pleasing and truly venerable person, he added 
a capacious mind, a correct taste, and a strong sensibil- 
ity of heart, -With a deliberate judgment, and after 
deep research, his mind seized its objects with an une 
yielding grasp. His peculiar memory retained all the 
minute particulars of his subject, and, while it some- 
{imes made him prolix ih narration, rendered his mind 
a rich repository of solid and useful learning. In pii- 
vate life he was courteous, affectionate, affable, and 
‘6 given to hospitality.” In public, he maintained great 
dignity ef deportment, gravity of speech, and profes- 


-plonal decorum. He. was a most kind and affectionate 
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husberd, and a tender and indulgent, but diligent awd 
faithful parent. Inthe desk, his utterance was correct, 
powerful, and pathetic, and his manner peculiarly 
solemn, dignified and devout. As a preacher, he was 
not splendid, but able and profound, and the matter of 
his discourses was rich and edifying. Deeply versed 
in the history of the Church, her constitution and gov- 
ernment, her doctrines and liturgy, he was immoveably 
attached to her communion. He was a firm guardian 
of her rules and ordinances, and strongly averse to 
schism_and enthusiasm. An admirer of ¢he old school, 
he was a gentleman, a scholar, and a sound orthodox 
divine. To his family, to his neighbours, to his clergy, 
and to his discese, the loss sustained by his death is 
great, and will be remembered by them with grief. 

Only last December, the Bishop was called to part 
with his old friend and companion, Dr. Hubbard, of 
blessed memory. Together they were sent forth into 
the vineyard; they walked together in the house of 
God as friends, and in their death they were scarce Civi- 
ded. Our fathers, where are they ? And the prophets, 
do they live forever? The time is short ; and our own 
departure is at hand. Let us then be followers of them, 
who through fai:h and patience inherit the promises, 


LESSON XVII. 
On the first Principles of the Oracles of Ged. 


Ye have need that one teach you again, which be the firat 
principles of the Oracles of Ged.—— Hed. v. 12. 


IN all the sciences, there are certain first principles, 
er elements, necessary to be understoed by all who 
would make a safe progress through their more diffi. 
gult passages in the way towards perfection. If the 
student seek to ascend the heights: of literature, without 
this elementary preparation, he is soon discouraged 
with insuperable difficulties, or is diverted into the 
fields of error and false science. 

Avts equally necessary thu: “the principles of tite 
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doctrine of Christ” should be well understood, defare 


the disciple can successfully “go on unto perfeciion.” 
If the foundation be not fatihfully laid, the superstruc- 
ture will be unstable and ruinous. If we have not a 


clear and definite knowledge of the first principles of | 


Christianity, the things hard to be understood are likely 
to be wrested to our own destruction. 

Indeed, the greatest philosopher must consent to 
“receive t.e kingdom of God as a little child ;” he 
must begin with “ the first priaciples of the oracles of 
God,” the rudiments of Christianity, or he will never 
become wise unto salvation. There have been men fa- 
mous for sacred literature, who, knowing nothing as 
they ought to know, have drawn away thousands “ from 
the simplicity which is in Christ.” 

Such is the confusion introduced into the Christian 
world, by dangerous and unprofitable speculations, that 
men “have need that one teach them again which be 
the first principles of the oracles of God.” Itis happy 
for us, that in so important a matter as that of ascer- 
taining what are the fundamentals of the Christian 
religion, we are not left to mere human conjecture, 
An inspired apostle has informed us, that “ leaving the 
principles of the doctrine of Christ,” we ought to “ go 
on unto perfection ; not laying again the foundation of 
REPENTANCE from dead works, and of Fairu towards 
God; of the doctrine of Baptisms, and of LayinG on 
or Hanns, and of Resurrection of the dead, and of 
eternal JupGmMEn'r.” | 

These six articles the apostle reckons as the founda- 
tion-stones of Christian doctrine ; and though & would 
be absurd to spend our whole life in laying the founda- 
tion, it is evident we must begin with it, before we can 
goon unto fierfection, that is, to the completion of the 
building. 

In laying the foundation of the Christian life, the first 
doctrine is RepENTANCE from dead works. ‘The Gos- 
pel found men in a state of estrangement from God. 
Devoted to superstition and idolatry, they were desti- 
tute of the true principle of a religious life. Their 
hearts were given up to yile affections; their lives un- 
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Holy, and their manners abominable. Their’ works, 
proceeding from a sinful principle, produced misery, 
and terminated in death, Even the works of the Mo- 
saic law, when performed without faith in Christ, who 
was the end of the law for righteousness, were dead 
works; and theinove so, after the great sacrifice which 
the law pointed cut had been offered, and the typical 
services annulled. As it was the design of the Gospel 
to turn men away from these vanities, REPENTANCE 
from dead works was the first in order among the fun- 
damental doctrines of the Christian religion. 

As mankind had been seduced into the works of 
death, by confiding in the promise of Satan, “ Ye shall 
hot surely die ;” they could be restored only by put- 
ting their trust In the lising God, who sent bis Sen in- 
to the world to redeem us from death, to justify us by 
his blood, and to create us anew unte good works. Ke- 
nouncing their dead works, they were to seck the right- 
eousness which is of God, by faith, Among the fun- 
damental doctrines, “Fartu towards God” was the 
second in order. : 

When this new principle is established in the heart, 
the penitent believer is prompted to inquire, What shall 
I do to be saved ? Vo this question the Gospel replies, 
“He that believeth and is baptized, stall be saved.” 
“ Arise and be baptized, and wash away thy sins.” Ac- 
cording to the intent of the law of Moses, preselytes 
and their infants were ceremonially unclean, until they 
receised a formal purification by water. By baptism, 
John iniuated his disciples into a state of repentance. 
preparatory to the Christian dispensatien. By baptism, 
Christ was prepared for the descent of the anointing 
Spirit. And “the Washing of Regeneration,” preparas 
tory to “ the renewing of the Holy Ghost,” was estab- 
hished in the Christian Church by our Lord, and contin 

ied by the apostles and their successors. The doctrine 
of Baptisms was therefore the third in order among 
the first principles of the oracles of God. 

If the primitive Church, baptism was succeeded by 
LayinG ON OF Hanns. By baptism they were. born 
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again, that they might “live in the Spirit ;” and by the 
laying on of hands they received strength, that they 
might “ walk in the Spirit.’ . By the one they were 
Brought into the Church, and by the other they were 
enabled to perform the duties of the Christian iife. 

But however strengthened by the influences of the 
Spirit, we stand in need of powerful motives to iiduce 
a regular exertionof our spiritual energies. Such mo- 
lives were set forth in the doctrine of the Resurrec- 
rion of the dead, and that ereRnaL JuDGMEN7, by 
which God will render to every man according to his 
works, decluratively at the day of judgment, but efic- 
tive/y through the endless ages of the eternal world. 

l'rom these six fundamental doctrines, the whole +ys- 
tem of Christian instruction rises ; and where any one 
1s wanting, there cannot be “ the sure foundation” of 
primitive Christianity, 

In the place of these “ first principles of the oracks 
of God,” some have substituted ccrtain difficult doe- 
trines concerning decrees, fore-ordination, &c. which, 
whether true or false, are evidently above the capacity 
of “babes in Christ.” Among several denominations, 
the laying on of bands, considered as fundamental, has 
not been employed in the formation of the Christian 
character, but has been dismissed irom the general sys- 
tem of religious education, as belonging exclusively to 
maiure Christians on their entrance into the ministry. 

In the Liturgy of the Church, these “ first principles” 
are taught at the very threshold of religious instruction, 
and made the foundation of the Christian life. When 
the person or child comes to be baptized, the Church 
demands, * Dost theu renounce the devil and all his 
works, the vain pomp and glory of the world, with all 
covetous desires of the same, and the sinful desires of 
the Besh:”’ Herein she teaches refientance from dead 
works. She next demands, “ Dust thou believe all the 
articles of the Christian faith, as contained in the Apos- 
tles’ Creed?” In this creed, we are taught /aisé towards 
God, the resurrection from the dead, and Cirist’s com- 
ing to the general judge. The cuctrine of fag- 
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tisms, aud that_of the laying on of hands, are both- taught 
with great perspicuity and truth, in the office of baptism 
and of confirmation: and to show that the laying on of 
hands is equally fundamental with baptism, the Church 
dismisses the sponsors with the foilowing injunction ; 
‘Ye are to tuke care that this child be brought to the 
bishop, to be confirmed by him.” 

My dear young fiiends, as you belong to a Church in 
which these primitive fundamentals ave still retained, 
the duty of becoming thoroughly acquainted with them 
must. be apparent. Apply yourselves therefore with 
diilgence to the study of the first principles of the ora- 
cles of God, as set forth in the Catechism, and in the 
office of baptism and of confirmation. Let this sacred 
foundation be fully established in your minds, that you 
may be duly prepared to advance in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and thus to “ go on 
unto perfection.” Inthe spirit of meekness, receive the 
sincere milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, 
and arrive at such maturity ef the Christian character 
as will enable you to digest the “strong meat” of the 
mysteries of godliness. By continual use, you are to 
exercise your senses to discern between good und evil, 
that you may become skilful in the word of righteous- 
ness, and comprehend those more sublime truths of 
the Gospel, the character, office, and work of Christ Je- 
sus, considered as “ a Priest forever af.er the order of 
Melchisedec.” In this divine method, you will be pre- 
pared to © discern the Lord’s body” in the huly Eucha- 
rist, and to understand the sublime mysteries of faith. 
Your hearts will be established with grace, and you will 
stand firm against every wind of false doctrine. The 
spirit of Christ will be formed in you, and you will grow 
into an holy temple in the Lord. 





———— 


PRAYER FOR A CHILD. 


O THOU Father of my spirit, from Thee cometh eve- 
ry good and perfect gift: pour upon me the spirit of grace 
and of su rplication, that I may approach Thee with filmi 














reverence and fervent devotion, fear Thou in heave 
en, and grant me those good things which 1 am not wor 


thy to ask but through the mediation of thy Son. Feed 
me with the sincere milk of the word, that I may grow 
in wisdom and ingrace. Establish in me the first ptin- 
cipics of thine holy oracles as a sure foundation. Hav- 
ing by my sponsors in baptism promised refientance and 


faith, give me discretion and power to perform the prom- 


ise, by renouncing all the works of death, and by receive 
ing from Thee “ the law of the spirit of life.” Give me 
duly to understand the doctrine of Ceftisms, that I may 
be prepared for ‘he laying on of hands, and recoive *“ the 
seven-fold gifts of thy Spirit.” Grant that by the res- 
srrection of my spirit, from the death of sin to the life 
of righteousness, I may be fitted for the change of this 
vile body into the likeness of Christ’s glorious bedy. 
In the morning of the last day, may I come forth to the 
resurrection of life, and stand before the judgment-seat 
of Christ, clothed ina robe that has been washed white 
in the biood of the Lamb. © Lord, wotk in me that 
which is well pleasing in thy sight, that in every good 
word and work I mzy do thy will, and may receive the 
everlasting reward of thy love, in the fulness of celestial 
biss. Grant me to consider with intense devotion, the 
great Aposule and High Priest of our profession, Christ 
Jesus; to be changed into the same image ; to follow 
his steps, and to enter into his joy, through the grace of 
the same, thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
SLIIIS SILA MAL MLA A LM Ah AAA LMM LS LM AAA O A Aa 
NOTICES, 

ON Thursday, July 8th, 1815, at a special Ordination held- 

an in Trinity Church, Newport, (R. I.) the Right Rev. Bishop 


Griswotn admitted EVAN MALBONE JOLNSON to the 
Holy Order of Deacon. 


The Right Rev. ABRAHAM JARVIS, D. D. Bishop of 
the diocese of Connecticut, departed this life, May 3d, 1813, 
in the 74th year cf his age. 
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